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Historical Background 
The Das Reich division remained on the Eastern front until January 1944.  Early in 
February, the division was ordered to France for refitting and to form a part of 
Panzergruppe West, the armored reserve for the expected allied invasion.  Leaving its 
remaining armor behind for other divisions to use, the Das Reich was posted to the 
Bordeaux region.  With the exception of several skirmishes with partisans, the refit was 
uneventful.  Barkmann, along with the rest of the division's panzer regiment, was 
equipped with new model Panthers. 
 
Operation Overlord, the expected allied invasion, was launched on 6 June 1944.  When 
the division was released for action by Führer headquarters, it was placed on high alert 
and remained in Southern France in case of secondary invasions there.  When it became 
clear that the Normandy invasion was the major allied effort, the Division was ordered 
north to the front.  The division's transit to the front was marked by heavy Jabo and 
partisan attacks.  Barkmann and the panzer regiment were not involved with the massacre 
of Oradour-sur-Glane, perpetrated by a Panzergrenadier unit of the division. 
 
The division finally reached the front in early July and was thrown into action against the 
American forces near St. Lô.  Barkmann, in his Panther (Nr. 424), saw heavy fighting 
against American M4 Sherman and M5A1 Stuart tanks in the Bocage.  The narrow 
sunken roads and impassable hedgerows of the bocage meant that the German could 
establish a deadly defensive line, and that the American matériel advantage could not be 
exploited. 
 
Barkmann, operating with his platoon or even as a lone panther, caused heavy casualties 
to the advancing Americans, destroying many tanks and armored vehicles.  On the 
morning of July 27, Barkmann found himself in his Panther cut off from the rest of his 
company.  While attempting to reach his unit, he was stopped near the village of Le 
Lorey where he was told by German infantrymen that the Americans were closing in with 
a large armored column.  Barkmann positioned his Panther under a stand of oaks near the 
crossroads where the American tanks would have to pass. 
 
As the column came into sight, Barkmann knocked out the two lead Sherman tanks and a 
fuel tanker truck.  Next he destroyed two Sherman tanks which had attempted to bypass 
the burning tanker.  The Americans called in fighter-bombers, which damaged 
Barkmann's Panther and wounded two of his crewmen.  Barkmann's next victims were 
two Sherman tanks that had used the noise of the fighter-bombers as cover to sneak up on 
the damaged Panther's flank.  As Barkmann's crew repaired the Panther, two more M4 
Sherman tanks were knocked out.  Finally, before leaving, Barkmann destroyed one last 
Sherman. 
 
During the engagement which has come to be known as Barkmann's Corner, Ernst 
Barkmann knocked out nine M4 Sherman tanks and several other American vehicles 
which halted the American armored attack.  For his actions, he was awarded the Knight's 
Cross.  After the launch of Operation Cobra, the Das Reich avoided encirclement in the 
Falaise Pocket and, alongside the 9.SS-Panzer-Division Hohenstaufen, fought to hold 
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open an escape route for the trapped German forces.  After the collapse of the Pocket, the 
Das Reich fell back towards the West Wall.  During the retreat, Barkmann was involved 
in many desperate rearguard actions, destroying many American vehicles. 

The German Situation 
The date is 27 July, 1944.  You are cut off from your company and are attempting to 
rejoin them.  You have paused near the village of Le Lorey and have just received word 
of a large American armored column heading your way.  You have positioned your 
Panther G under a grove of oaks trees near a crossroads where you believe the enemy 
column will pass.  You must do your best to delay the enemy armor.  You are supported 
by two squads of Panzergrenadiers. 

The American Situation 
Operation Cobra is underway and the German army is in full retreat.  Small rearguard 
actions are being fought all along the front as thousands of German troops are desperate 
to escape encirclement near Falaise.  You must lead your armored column south to the 
town of Le Lorey. 

Victory Conditions 
The U.S. players must exit four vehicles off the south road.  The German player wins by 
avoiding U.S. victory conditions.  There is no turn limit and play will continue until the 
U.S. either meets its objective or loses nine vehicles. 

American Order of Battle 
1x 6-man HQ of varying troop quality (regular to veteran); Leadership 13 
3x 12-man squad of varying troop quality (green to professional), Leadership 13 
4x M3 Half-Track Personnel Carrier (operated by squads) 
8x M4A3 Sherman Tank (varying crew TQ of regular to veteran), Leadership 13 

German Order of Battle 
1x 3-man HQ of varying troop quality (regular to veteran); Leadership 13 
2x 9-man Panzergrenadier Squad of varying TQ (regular to veteran); Leadership 13 
1x Panther Ausf. G: Barkmann- commander (elite/Leadership 16), Poggendorf- gunner 
(crack), Grundmeyer- driver (veteran), Keller- loader (veteran), Schmidt- radio (veteran)   
 
NOTE: Both U.S. and German HQ units contain two leaders.  Each squad contains a leader and assistant.  
The German squads are equipped with d6 Panzerfaust 60.  All squads should be equipped historically. 

Set Up 
The U.S. player may enter via either northern road, but not both.  The German player 
must start the panther at Barkmann’s corner.  The Panzergrenadiers may begin in the 
bocage on the western side of the “corner.” 
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